
Paper 104  
Short Questions:-  

1. How many sonnets did William Shakespeare write in total?  
2. Who is the "Dark Lady" mentioned in some of Shakespeare's sonnets?  
3. What is the central theme of Shakespeare's Sonnet 18, often referred to as the "Shall I compare 
thee to a summer's day?" sonnet?  
4. In Sonnet 130, how does Shakespeare describe his lover's physical appearance?  
5. What is the significance of the "eternal summer" mentioned in Sonnet 18?  
6. Which sonnet is known for its opening line, "My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun"?  
7. What is the common theme explored in Shakespeare's Sonnet 29?  
8. Who is the "young man" frequently addressed in many of Shakespeare's sonnets? What  
9. In Sonnet 116, what is Shakespeare's definition of true love?  
10. What is the rhyme scheme typically used in Shakespearean sonnet?  
11. Who is the ghost that appears at the beginning of the play, and what message does it convey to 
Hamlet?  
12. What is the name of Hamlet's love interest in the play, and how does her fate ultimately 
unfold?   
13. What does Hamlet mean when he says, "To be or not to be: that is the question"?  
14. Who is responsible for the murder of Hamlet's father, King Hamlet, and how is justice served in 
the end?  
15. What is the significance of the play within the play, "The Murder of Gonzago," in Hamlet's plan 
to uncover the truth?  
16. Who is the protagonist and central character in “The Tempest,” and what magical abilities does 
he possess?  
17.  What is the role of the character Caliban in the play, and how does he relate to Prospero?  
18. Describe the character and role of Ariel in “The Tempest.” How does Ariel assist Prospero?  
19. What is the significance of the tempest (storm) at the beginning of the play, and how does it 
impact the characters and the plot?  
20. How does the play explore themes of forgiveness and redemption, particularly in the 
relationship between Prospero and his brother Antonio?  
Long questions:-  

1.  Sonnet 18 begins with the line “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?” How does 
this opening question set the stage for the theme of the sonnet, and what is the speaker 
ultimately trying to achieve by comparing the beloved to a summer’s day?  
2.  In Sonnet 130, Shakespeare uses a series of humorous and unconventional comparisons 
to describe his beloved’s physical features. What is the poet’s intention in presenting the 
beloved in such a realistic and unflattering manner, and how does this contribute to the overall 
message of the sonnet?  
3. Sonnet 29 begins with the speaker expressing feelings of inadequacy and despair but 
transitions to a more positive outlook. How does the speaker’s perception of his own fortune 
and state of mind change throughout the course of the sonnet, and what role does the thought 
of the beloved play in this transformation?  
4.  In Sonnet 73, the speaker uses the metaphor of autumn and twilight to describe the 
aging process. How does this metaphor contribute to the portrayal of the speaker’s own 
mortality, and what deeper message does it convey about the nature of love and 
companionship?  



5. Shakespeare’s Sonnet 116 defines love as an unwavering and constant force. Can you 
explain how the poet defines love in this sonnet and how he argues for its steadfastness in the 
face of challenges and adversity?  
6.  Sonnet 60 explores the theme of time and its effects on mortality and the passing of 
seasons. How does the poem use the imagery of the ocean’s waves and the passage of time to 
convey the inevitability of change and the enduring power of verse and memory?  
7. Shakespeare’s sonnets are often categorized into different groups, including the “Fair 
Youth” sonnets and the “Dark Lady” sonnets. Can you explain the significance of these 
categorizations and how they relate to the themes and emotions expressed in the poems within 
each group?  
8.  “The Tempest” is often considered one of Shakespeare’s later works and is categorized 
as a romantic comedy. How does the play incorporate elements of both romance and comedy, 
and what unique aspects of the plot and characters contribute to its classification as such?  
9.  Prospero, the central character in “The Tempest,” is a complex figure with both magical 
powers and a desire for vengeance. Can you elaborate on Prospero’s motivations and character 
development throughout the play, especially in relation to his past and his treatment of other 
characters?  
10. Caliban is one of the most intriguing characters in “The Tempest,” often seen as a 
symbol of colonization and oppression. How is Caliban portrayed in the play, and what themes 
related to power, colonialism, and freedom are associated with his character?  
11.  “The Tempest” features various supernatural elements, including spirits like Ariel and 
the presence of a magical island. How do these supernatural elements influence the events of 
the play and contribute to its overall themes of transformation, redemption, and forgiveness?  
12.  “The Tempest” is known for its exploration of the themes of forgiveness and 
reconciliation. Can you discuss the key moments in the play where forgiveness is sought or 
granted, and how do these moments shape the resolution of the plot and the relationships 
between characters?  
13.  “Hamlet” is often described as a tragedy. How does the play fulfill the characteristics of 
a tragedy in terms of its plot structure, themes, and the fate of its characters, particularly 
Hamlet himself?  
14. The character of Hamlet is known for his complexity and his famous soliloquies, 
including “To be or not to be.” Can you analyze the internal conflicts and dilemmas that Hamlet 
faces throughout the play and how his character evolves?  
15. Gertrude, Hamlet’s mother, is a pivotal character in the play. How does her relationship 
with Hamlet and her marriage to King Claudius contribute to the overall conflict and tragedy of 
the story?  
16.  The theme of revenge is central to “Hamlet.” Can you explore the different characters’ 
motivations for seeking revenge, including Hamlet, Laertes, and Fortinbras, and how these 
motivations drive the plot forward?  
17. “Hamlet” contains elements of the supernatural, including the appearance of King 
Hamlet’s ghost. How does the ghost’s presence impact the characters and the unfolding of the 
story, and what does it symbolize in terms of justice and morality?  
18. Polonius is a character who plays a significant role in the play, particularly in terms of his 
family. How does his overprotectiveness of Ophelia and his manipulation of others contribute to 
the tragic events of the play, and what does his character represent?  
19.  Ophelia’s character undergoes a profound transformation in the play, leading to her 
tragic end. Can you analyze the factors and events that lead to Ophelia’s descent into madness 



and eventual demise, and what does her character reveal about the society depicted in 
“Hamlet”?  
20.  The play’s conclusion is marked by a series of tragic deaths, including Hamlet, Laertes, 
Claudius, and Gertrude. How does the resolution of the play reflect the themes of corruption, 
justice, and the consequences of revenge, and what is the overall message that Shakespeare 
conveys through these deaths?  
  

 


