
Core -4  
Short Questions:-  
1. Who is the protagonist of “The Guide,” and what is his occupation at the beginning of the story?  
2. What pivotal event occurs in Raju’s life that leads to his transformation from a tour guide to a spiritual 
leader?  
3. Describe the significance of Rosie, the dancer, in Raju’s life and the narrative of the novel.  
4. What role does Raju play in the construction of the temple at Mangala, and how does it impact his 
character?  
5. What is the final fate of Raju in the novel, and how does his journey reflect themes of self-discovery 
and redemption?  
6. What historical backdrop does “Final Solutions” take place against, and how does it influence the 
characters and their relationships?  
7. Who are Jugal and Dilip in the play, and how do they symbolize the tensions and conflicts in society?  
8. Discuss the significance of the character David in “Final Solutions” and his role in addressing themes 
of communalism and prejudice.  
9. How does the play address the issues of identity and belonging, particularly among the Jewish 
characters?  
10. What message or commentary does the play convey about religious intolerance and communal 
violence in In the final solution ?  
11. In “Obituary,” what is the central theme, and how does it relate to the concept of death and 
remembrance?  
12. Describe the different objects and items associated with the deceased in the poem and their 
symbolic significance.  
13. How does the poem explore the idea of memory and the passage of time through the objects left 
behind?  
14. Discuss the tone and mood of “Obituary” and how they contribute to the poem’s overall impact.  
15. What is the poet’s perspective on the concept of legacy and the traces people leave behind?  
16. Summarize the narrative of “Night of the Scorpion” and the events that take place during the 
scorpion’s attack.  
17. How do the villagers react to the mother’s suffering, and what does this reveal about their beliefs 
and superstitions?  
18. Explain the significance of the scorpion in the poem and how it serves as a symbol of fear and 
suffering.  
19. Analyze the mother’s character and her selfless actions during the ordeal. What does her behavior 
reveal about maternal love?  
20. What is the tone of the poem, and how does it convey the cultural and emotional aspects of the 
story?  
Long Questions:-  
**R.K. Narayan's "The Guide":**  
  
1. In "The Guide" by R.K. Narayan, explore the character development of Raju from a small-town guide 
to a spiritual leader. What events and decisions shape his transformation, and how does it impact the 
narrative?  
  
2. Analyze the complex relationship between Raju and Rosie in the novel. How does Rosie's arrival in 
Malgudi affect Raju's life, and what themes of love and sacrifice are explored through their 
interactions?  
  



3. "The Guide" addresses themes of fraud and self-discovery. Discuss Raju's fraudulent actions, his time 
in prison, and the spiritual journey he embarks upon. How do these elements contribute to the novel's 
exploration of human nature?  
  
4. Describe the cultural and societal context of Malgudi as portrayed in the novel. How do cultural 
norms and traditions influence the characters' decisions and relationships?  
  
5. In the final chapters of "The Guide," what is the significance of Raju's fast and its consequences? How 
does this resolution reflect the themes of redemption and self-sacrifice?  
  
**Mahesh Dattani's "Final Solutions":**  
  
6. "Final Solutions" by Mahesh Dattani addresses communal tensions and prejudices in India. Discuss 
how the play portrays these themes through characters like Jugal, Dilip, and David. How do their 
experiences reflect the broader societal issues of the time?  
  
7. Analyze the character of David in "Final Solutions." How does his presence challenge the prejudices 
and stereotypes held by other characters? What message does his character convey regarding religious 
harmony?  
  
8. Explore the play's title, "Final Solutions," and its historical connotations. How does the title relate to 
the events and themes explored in the play, especially those related to communalism?  
  
9. Discuss the role of generational conflict in the play, particularly between the older and younger 
characters. How do differences in perspective and experience contribute to the unfolding drama?  
  
10. "Final Solutions" delves into the complexities of identity and belonging. How do characters grapple 
with questions of identity, especially when faced with violence and hatred?  
  
**A.K. Ramanujan's "Obituary":**  
  
11. In "Obituary" by A.K. Ramanujan, examine the poem's central theme of death and remembrance. 
How do the objects and items associated with the deceased contribute to the poem's exploration of this 
theme?  
  
12. Discuss the various cultural and ritualistic references in "Obituary," such as "camphor," "lamp," and 
"ghee." How do these references enrich the poem's portrayal of death and memory?  
  
13. Explore the poem's structure and imagery. How does Ramanujan use language and symbolism to 
evoke a sense of nostalgia and loss associated with the objects left behind by the deceased?  
  
14. Explain the significance of the poem's title, "Obituary," and how it sets the tone for the reader's 
understanding of the content. What message does the poet convey regarding the legacy of those who 
have passed away?  
  
15. Consider the poem's perspective on the enduring power of memory and the tangible objects that 
serve as reminders of the deceased. How does the poem reflect on the ways in which we remember and 
honor the departed?  



  
**Nissim Ezekiel's "Night of the Scorpion":**  
  
16. In "Night of the Scorpion" by Nissim Ezekiel, analyze the narrative of the scorpion's attack on the 
mother. How does the poet vividly capture the fear and chaos that ensue in the village?  
  
17. Explore the villagers' reactions to the mother's suffering in the poem. How do their superstitious 
beliefs and communal efforts to save her reveal cultural aspects of the society depicted in the poem?  
  
18. Discuss the role of the scorpion as a symbol of fear and suffering in the poem. How does the poet 
use this natural element to convey the intensity of the situation?  
  
19. Examine the character of the mother in "Night of the Scorpion." How does her selflessness and 
endurance during the ordeal reflect the theme of maternal love?  
  
20. Consider the poem's tone and mood in relation to its portrayal of a dramatic and emotional event. 
How does the poem blend elements of fear, compassion, and cultural richness to create a powerful 
narrative?  
  
 


