CORE PAPER- VIII UG ENGLISH
SHORT QUESTIONS

1. What is the American Dream, and how has it been portrayed in American
literature over the years?

2. Who is considered one of the earliest American literary figures, and what
were their contributions to American literature?

3. How did the Puritans' beliefs and experiences influence the early literature
of colonial America?

4. Who is often referred to as the "Father of American Literature,”" and what
works are they known for?

5. How did the Romantic Movement in the 19th century impact American
literature and its themes?

6. What role did the Transcendentalist writers like Ralph Waldo Emerson and
Henry David Thoreau play in shaping American literature?

7. How did the Civil War and Reconstruction era influence the themes and
styles of American literature?

8. Who were some prominent authors of the Harlem Renaissance, and what
were their contributions to American literature?

9. What is the significance of the Beat Generation in American literary history?

10.How has American literature continued to evolve in the 21st century, and
what contemporary themes and voices have emerged in recent years?

11.Who is the protagonist of "Death of a Salesman,"” and what is his
occupation?

12.What is the significance of the title "Death of a Salesman™ in the context of

the story?

13.How does the character of Willy Loman reflect the American Dream and its
challenges?

14.What role does the character of Biff play in the development of the story and
its themes?

15.Who are the main characters in "A Farewell to Arms," and what is their
relationship?

16.What major themes or motifs are explored in "A Farewell to Arms," and
how do they contribute to the novel's overall message or impact?



17.What is the significance of the title "I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings" in
Maya Angelou's autobiography?

18.How does Maya Angelou’s childhood experience shape her identity and
voice as a writer and poet?

19.What themes or messages does Maya Angelou convey in her book,
particularly regarding race, identity, and resilience?

20.What is the central theme or message conveyed by Emily Dickinson in the
poem "Because | Could Not Stop for Death"?

LONG QUESTIONS

1. Examine the concept of the American Dream throughout American
literary history. How has this idea evolved and transformed from early
colonial literature to contemporary works? Discuss the changing ideals
and aspirations associated with the American Dream and their reflection
in American literature.

2. Trace the evolution of American literature from its origins in Native
American oral traditions and early colonial writings to the emergence of
distinct American voices in the 19th century. Highlight key literary
movements and figures that have shaped the trajectory of American
literature.

3. Discuss the impact of historical events, such as the American Revolution,
the Civil War, and the Great Depression, on the themes and styles of
American literature. How have these pivotal moments in American
history been reflected in literary works, and what insights do they offer
into the American experience?

4. Analyze the role of regionalism and the portrayal of different American
landscapes in American literature. How do authors like Mark Twain,
Willa Cather, and John Steinbeck capture the diversity of the American
experience through their settings and characters?



5. Explore the themes of identity, diversity, and multiculturalism in
contemporary American literature. How have authors like Toni Morrison,
Sandra Cisneros, and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie contributed to the
broader conversation about race, ethnicity, and cultural identity in
America through their works?

6. Discuss the evolution of American literature in the context of literary
genres. How have genres such as the novel, short story, poetry, and
drama evolved over time in the United States? Provide examples of
significant works that exemplify these changes.

7. Examine the role of the American literary canon in shaping the nation's
cultural identity. How has the inclusion or exclusion of certain authors
and works in the canon reflected the changing perceptions of what
constitutes 'American’ literature?

8. Discuss the influence of social and political movements, such as
feminism, the Civil Rights Movement, and LGBTQ+ rights, on American
literature. How have these movements inspired authors to explore issues
of gender, race, sexuality, and social justice in their writings?

9. Explore the impact of technology and the digital age on contemporary
American literature. How have authors adapted to new forms of
storytelling and publishing in the 21st century, and what challenges and
opportunities does the digital landscape present for American writers?

10.Analyze Walt Whitman's poem 'Out of the Cradle Endlessly rocking' in-
depth. Explore the central themes, symbolism, and narrative elements in
the poem.

11.How does Whitman use the bird's song, the sea, and the narrator's
personal experiences to convey larger philosophical and emotional ideas?
Discuss the poem's exploration of memory, loss, nature, and the
transcendental. Finally, reflect on the poem's significance in the context
of Whitman's body of work and its contribution to American literature.



12. Delve into the layers of meaning and the poetic techniques employed by
Robert Frost in his poem 'Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening.'
Begin by analyzing the poem'’s narrative and its central themes, including
the tension between duty and desire, the sense of isolation, and the
contemplation of mortality. Examine the symbolism of the woods, the
horse, and the snowy evening in conveying these themes.

13. Explore the poem's formal qualities, such as its rhyme scheme, meter,
and use of sound devices, and discuss how these contribute to the poems
overall effect and mood. Consider the significance of the poem's simple
yet profound language and its impact on the reader's interpretation.

14. Finally, analyze the enduring popularity and universal appeal of
‘Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening' in the realm of American
literature, and discuss its legacy as one of Robert Frost's most celebrated
works.

15. In Arthur Miller's 'Death of a Salesman,' analyze the character of Willy
Loman in depth. Discuss his motivations, dreams, and the factors that
lead to his tragic downfall. Explore the themes of the American Dream,
identity, and the disillusionment of the middle-class American. How does
Willy Loman's character reflect the broader societal issues and challenges
faced by individuals in post-World War 11 America?

16. Examine the role of the family in 'Death of a Salesman.' How do the
dynamics within the Loman family, including Willy, Linda, Biff, and
Happy, contribute to the central conflict and themes of the play? Discuss
the interplay between familial loyalty and personal ambition, as well as
the generational differences in perspectives on success and happiness.

17. Explore the symbolism and motifs in 'Death of a Salesman.' Analyze the
recurring symbols such as the car, the seeds, and the flute, and discuss
how they add depth to the characters and themes. Additionally, consider
the significance of the play's title and how it encapsulates the central
message of the play. How does Arthur Miller use these literary devices to
convey the complexities of the American Dream and the human
condition in post-war America?

18. Analyze the character of Frederick Henry in 'A Farewell to Arms.'
Explore his evolution throughout the novel, including his experiences in



World War | and his relationship with Catherine Barkley. Discuss the
themes of love, war, and disillusionment as they relate to Frederick's
journey. How does his narrative voice and perspective shape our
understanding of the novel's central themes and conflicts?

19. Discuss the significance of the setting and the historical context in ‘A
Farewell to Arms." How does World War | serve as both a backdrop and
a central element of the story? Examine Hemingway's portrayal of the
war's brutality, its impact on individuals, and its connection to the novel's
themes of love and loss. Consider how the novel reflects the 'lost
generation' of post-war writers.

20. Explore the themes of love and fate in ‘A Farewell to Arms." Analyze the
relationship between Frederick Henry and Catherine Barkley, including
the impact of their love on their lives and the inevitability of tragedy.
How does the novel grapple with the idea of fate or destiny, and how do
the characters respond to the challenges and uncertainties that life
presents? Discuss the novel's portrayal of love as both a source of hope
and a tragic force.



