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Short Questions:-  
1. What historical event does Partition literature in India primarily revolve around?  
2. Who are some of the prominent authors known for their works on Partition?  
3. What are some common themes explored in Partition literature?  
4. How does Partition literature reflect the trauma and emotional impact of the event on individuals and 
communities?  
5. What role does identity play in the narratives of Partition literature?  
6. How do authors use symbolism to convey the devastation and loss caused by Partition?  
7. What is the significance of oral histories and personal narratives in understanding Partition 
literature?  
8. How does the genre of short stories contribute to the exploration of Partition in literature?  
9. How do poems on Partition capture the intensity of emotions experienced during that time?  
10. What is the role of women in Partition literature, and how are their experiences portrayed?  
11. How do fictional characters in Partition literature represent the diverse experiences and perspectives 
of people affected by the event?  
12. How does religion and communalism feature in the narratives of Partition literature?  
13. What are the challenges faced by authors when writing about such a sensitive and traumatic 
historical event?  
14. How does Partition literature contribute to the collective memory and historical understanding of 
the event?  
15. What distinguishes Indian Partition literature from similar narratives in other parts of the world?  
16. How has the portrayal of Partition evolved over the decades in Indian literature?  
17. How do narratives from different regions of India provide unique perspectives on Partition?  
18. What is the significance of including the voices of survivors and witnesses in Partition literature?  
19. How have filmmakers and visual artists also explored the themes of Partition, and how does their 
work intersect with literature on the subject?  
20. What are the enduring lessons and messages conveyed by Partition literature for future 
generations?  
Long Questions:-  

1. What are the key historical, social, and political factors that led to the Partition of India in 1947, 
and how do these factors serve as a backdrop to the narratives found in Partition literature?  
2. Examine the impact of Partition on human lives, communities, and identities as portrayed in 
Partition literature. How do the stories and experiences of individuals and families contribute to our 
understanding of this period?  
3. Discuss the role of trauma and memory in Partition literature. How do authors convey the deep 
psychological scars and long-lasting effects of the violence and displacement that occurred during 
Partition?  
4. Analyse the themes of displacement and uprootedness in Partition literature. How do characters 
grapple with the loss of home, identity, and a sense of belonging?  
5. Examine the depiction of communalism and religious tensions in Partition literature. How do 
authors explore the complexities of inter-community relationships and the consequences of division 
along religious lines?  
6. Discuss the representation of women in Partition literature. How do female characters navigate 
the challenges of Partition, and how does their agency and resilience contribute to the narratives?  
7. Consider the role of oral histories and personal narratives in preserving the memory of Partition. 
How does literature draw from these real-life accounts, and what is their significance in portraying 
the human side of history?  



8. Explore the symbolism and metaphorical elements used in Partition literature. How do authors 
employ literary devices to convey the profound emotions and experiences of the characters and the 
era?  
9. Discuss the evolution of Partition literature over time. How has it changed in terms of style, 
themes, and perspectives as subsequent generations reflect on this historical event?  
10. Examine the international resonance of Partition literature. How has this genre of literature 
been received and interpreted beyond India’s borders, and what does it reveal about the global 
impact of the Partition of India?  
11. Examine the character of Lenny in “Ice-Candy-Man.” How does her perspective as a child 
provide a unique lens through which to view the partition of India?  
12. Discuss the narrative structure of the novel, which is primarily told from a child’s point of view. 
How does this choice of narrator influence the storytelling and the portrayal of events during the 
partition?  
13. Explore the theme of identity and belonging in “Ice-Candy-Man.” How do the characters in the 
novel grapple with questions of ethnicity, religion, and nationality during a time of immense 
upheaval?  
14. Analyze the role of Ayah (Shanta) in the story. How does her character represent both 
vulnerability and resilience in the face of the partition’s violence and displacement?  
15. Discuss the portrayal of religious tensions and communal violence in the novel. How does Bapsi 
Sidhwa depict the horrors of partition and the impact on individuals and communities?  
16. Examine the character of the Ice-Candy-Man, and how he serves as a symbol of desire, 
corruption, and the breakdown of societal norms during the partition.  
17. Consider the use of language and translation in the novel, especially in the context of different 
languages and dialects spoken in India. How does language play a role in both uniting and dividing 
characters?  
18. Discuss the relationship between Lenny and her Ayah, Shanta. How does this relationship evolve 
throughout the story, and what does it reveal about the complexities of power dynamics in a time of 
upheaval?  
19. Examine the theme of memory and storytelling in “Ice-Candy-Man.” How do characters use 
storytelling as a way to cope with trauma and make sense of their experiences?  
20. Consider the ending of the novel, where Lenny and Ayah (Shanta) are separated. What is the 
significance of this separation, and how does it reflect the broader themes of loss and fragmentation 
in the novel?  

 


