
CORE-V KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION AND CLASSIFICATION THEORY 

LONG QUESTIONS: 

1. What is library classification, and why is it essential in organizing library collections? 

Discuss the historical development and evolution of library classification systems. 

2. Explain the basic principles of library classification. How do these principles guide the 

arrangement and retrieval of library materials? 

3. Describe the role of a call number in library classification systems. How does a call number 

help users locate specific items within a library? 

4. Discuss the differences between enumerative and faceted classification systems. What are the 

advantages and disadvantages of each approach? 

5. Examine the concept of subject analysis in library classification. How do librarians assign 

subject headings and descriptors to materials to facilitate subject-based retrieval? 

6. What is the significance of notation in library classification? How do notation systems like 

Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) and Library of Congress Classification (LCC) work? 

7. Explain the principles of hierarchy and specificity in library classification. How do these 

principles influence the structure of classification schemes? 

8. Discuss the concept of facets in facet-based classification systems. How do facets allow for 

more flexible and precise subject analysis? 

9. Describe the challenges and considerations in adapting library classification systems to 

digital and electronic resources. How do these systems handle non-print materials and online 

content? 

10. What is the role of metadata and controlled vocabularies in library classification? How do 

they enhance subject access and information retrieval? 

11. Examine the challenges and opportunities of multilingual and multicultural library 

classification. How do libraries accommodate diverse languages and cultures in their 

classification systems? 

12. Discuss the concept of classification schemes' maintenance and updates. How do libraries 

ensure that their classification systems remain current and relevant? 

13. What is the importance of interoperability and standardization in library classification? How 

do international standards like MARC (Machine-Readable Cataloguing) facilitate data 

exchange between libraries? 

14. Explain the concept of classification in special libraries and special collections. How are 

classification systems tailored to meet the unique needs of specialized collections, such as law 

libraries or medical libraries? 

15. Describe the principles of user-centered classification and folksonomies in modern library 

classification theory. How do they involve users in the organization and categorization of 

information? 

16. What is the role of machine learning and artificial intelligence in library classification and 

subject analysis? How do these technologies automate and enhance classification processes? 

17. Examine the ethical considerations in library classification, including biases and stereotypes 

that may arise in subject analysis. How can libraries address these issues and promote fairness? 



18. Discuss the challenges and benefits of adopting open classification systems in libraries. How 

do open systems differ from traditional closed classification schemes? 

19. Explain the concept of bibliographic classification and its relationship to library 

classification. How do bibliographic classifications support information retrieval and resource 

discovery? 

20. What is the role of controlled vocabularies, such as thesauri, in library classification and 

subject indexing? How do they standardize terminology and improve consistency in 

cataloguing? 

21. Describe the principles of facet analysis and their application in constructing facets for 

specific domains or subject areas. How do facets enhance precision in classification? 

22. Discuss the challenges and strategies for integrating diverse media formats and digital 

resources into library classification systems. How do libraries ensure consistent access to 

multimedia materials? 

23. Examine the impact of user-generated content and social tagging on library classification. 

How do user-contributed tags and annotations influence classification and subject access? 

24. What is the role of authority control in library classification? How do libraries maintain and 

manage authority records for names, subjects, and entities? 

25. Discuss the future trends and innovations in library classification theory, including the 

potential impact of semantic web technologies, linked data, and artificial intelligence on 

classification systems 

SHORT QUESTIONS: 

1. What is library classification? 

2. Why is library classification important for organizing collections? 

3. What are the primary goals of library classification? 

4. Define the term "call number" in library classification. 

5. How does library classification aid in information retrieval? 

6. What is the difference between enumerative and faceted classification? 

7. What is subject analysis in library classification? 

8. What is notation in library classification? 

9. Explain the concept of hierarchy in classification systems. 

10. What is specificity in library classification? 

11. How does the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) system work? 

12. What is the Library of Congress Classification (LCC) system? 

13. Describe the role of MARC records in library classification. 

14. What are controlled vocabularies in library classification? 

15. What is interoperability in library classification systems? 

16. Explain the concept of maintenance in classification schemes. 

17. What are the challenges of adapting classification systems to digital resources? 

18. How do libraries handle non-print materials in classification? 

19. What is multilingual classification, and why is it important? 

20. Define metadata in the context of library classification. 

21. How does user-centered classification involve users in organizing information? 



22. What are folksonomies, and how do they relate to classification? 

23. How do machine learning and AI impact library classification? 

24. Discuss the ethics of library classification and potential biases. 

25. What are open classification systems, and how do they differ from closed systems? 

26. Explain bibliographic classification and its role in information retrieval. 

27. How do controlled vocabularies enhance subject indexing? 

28. What is the purpose of thesauri in library classification? 

29. Describe facet analysis and its use in classification. 

30. How do libraries categorize multimedia materials in classification systems? 

31. What role do user-generated tags play in library classification? 

32. How are authority control records maintained in library classification? 

33. What trends are shaping the future of library classification? 

34. How does library classification facilitate resource discovery? 

35. What is the relationship between library classification and cataloguing? 

36. Explain the concept of main classes in classification systems. 

37. What is the Universal Decimal Classification (UDC) system? 

38. Describe the Bliss Classification System. 

39. How do libraries use classification to group related materials together? 

40. What are the benefits of standardized classification systems? 

41. How does library classification support subject-based browsing? 

42. What is the role of call number labels in libraries? 

43. How does classification help in organizing digital collections? 

44. What challenges are associated with classifying rapidly changing information? 

45. How do libraries apply classification to special collections? 

46. What is the role of automated classification tools in libraries? 

47. How do libraries handle interdisciplinary subjects in classification? 

48. Explain the concept of top-level categories in classification. 

49. How can libraries ensure the consistency of classification across collections? 

50. What role do catalogers play in library classification? 

 


