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CORE-VI LIBRARY CATALOGUING THEORY
LONG QUESTIONS:

What is library cataloguing, and why is it essential for organizing library collections?

Discuss the historical development and evolution of library cataloguing systems.

Explain the purpose of a library catalog. How does it assist users in finding and accessing
library materials?

Describe the differences between card catalogs and online catalogs. How have technological
advancements transformed cataloguing practices?

Discuss the role of cataloguing standards in ensuring consistency and interoperability in
library catalogs.

What are the fundamental principles of descriptive cataloguing? How do these principles
guide the creation of bibliographic records?

Examine the importance of bibliographic control in library cataloguing. How does
bibliographic control help in the management of library collections?

Explain the concept of authority control in cataloguing. How do authority records ensure
consistency in name and subject access points?

Describe the role of subject cataloguing in library cataloguing theory. How do subject
headings enhance subject access to library materials?

What is the significance of controlled vocabularies and thesauri in subject cataloguing? How
do they standardize terminology for consistent subject indexing?

Discuss the role of classification systems, such as the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC)
or Library of Congress Classification (LCC), in cataloguing. How do they complement
descriptive cataloguing?

Examine the challenges and considerations in cataloguing non-print and digital resources,
including multimedia materials and electronic books.

What is the MARC (Machine-Readable Cataloguing) format, and how does it facilitate the
exchange of bibliographic data between libraries?

Explain the concept of cataloguing rules and standards, such as AACR2 (Anglo-American
Cataloguing Rules) and RDA (Resource Description and Access). How have these rules
evolved over time?

Discuss the role of cataloguing departments and catalogers in libraries. What are their
responsibilities in creating and maintaining bibliographic records?

Examine the challenges and benefits of international cataloguing standards and cooperation,
such as ISBD (International Standard Bibliographic Description) and ISAD(G) (General
International Standard Archival Description).

What is the role of authority records for names and subjects in cataloguing? How do
authority records ensure consistency in access points and cross-references?

Describe the principles of cooperative cataloguing, including initiatives like OCLC (Online
Computer Library Center) and national bibliographic agencies. How do libraries collaborate in
creating and sharing cataloguing records?
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Explain the concept of copy cataloguing. How do libraries use existing cataloguing records to
expedite the cataloguing process for new acquisitions?

Discuss the impact of cataloguing on information retrieval and user experience. How do well-
cataloged materials improve accessibility for library users?

Describe the role of metadata in cataloguing and digital libraries. How do metadata
standards, such as Dublin Core and MODS, support resource discovery and access?

What is the role of authority control records for geographic names in cataloguing? How do
these records enhance geographic subject access?

Examine the challenges and strategies for cataloguing culturally diverse materials and
materials in multiple languages. How do libraries address linguistic and cultural variations in
cataloguing practices?

Discuss the ethics of cataloguing, including issues related to controversial materials,
censorship, and representation. How do catalogers balance intellectual freedom with ethical
considerations?

Explain the principles of cataloguing for special collections, rare books, and archival
materials. How do these materials require specialized cataloguing practices?

What is the role of cataloguing in preserving cultural heritage and historical documents? How
do libraries contribute to cultural heritage preservation through cataloguing initiatives?
Describe the challenges and opportunities of cataloguing born-digital materials, such as web
archives and digitized manuscripts. How do cataloguing standards adapt to the digital
environment?

Examine the impact of user-generated content, folksonomies, and social tagging on
cataloguing. How do these user contributions influence cataloguing practices and resource
discovery?

Discuss the role of cataloguing in facilitating resource sharing and interlibrary loan services.
How do libraries exchange cataloguing records to support resource access across institutions?
What is the future of cataloguing in the digital age? How are emerging technologies, such as
artificial intelligence and linked data, shaping the future of cataloguing practices?

Explain the concept of FRBR (Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records) and its
impact on cataloguing theory. How does FRBR enhance user navigation and retrieval in
catalogs?

Describe the challenges and considerations in cataloguing non-textual materials, such as
audiovisual resources and visual art. How do catalogers create effective records for these
materials?

What role does user feedback play in improving cataloguing practices and enhancing user
experience? How do libraries incorporate user suggestions and preferences into cataloguing
decisions?

Examine the principles of copy cataloguing and original cataloguing. When is each approach
most appropriate, and what are the advantages and disadvantages of each?

Discuss the role of cataloguing in addressing issues related to information access for
individuals with disabilities. How do catalogers contribute to accessible bibliographic records?
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What is the significance of linked data and the Semantic Web in cataloguing and resource
discovery? How do these technologies enable richer connections between library data and the
broader information ecosystem?

Explain the concept of metadata crosswalks and the transformation of cataloguing data into
different metadata schemas. How do libraries adapt their cataloguing records for diverse
discovery environments?

Describe the challenges and best practices for cataloguing open-access resources and
materials in the public domain. How do libraries contribute to the discoverability of freely
accessible content?

Discuss the role of cataloguing in enhancing discoverability and access to electronic theses
and dissertations (ETDs). How do ETDs pose unique cataloguing challenges?

Examine the ethical considerations in cataloguing contested materials, such as politically
sensitive or historically controversial items. How do catalogers navigate the complexities of
representing diverse perspectives in cataloguing records?

SHORT QUESTIONS:

What is library cataloguing?

Why is cataloguing important in libraries?

What is a bibliographic record?

Explain the purpose of a library catalog.

What is the difference between a card catalog and an online catalog?
What are the key elements of a bibliographic record?

How does authority control enhance cataloguing?

What is a controlled vocabulary in cataloguing?

Define subject cataloguing.

. What is the role of classification in cataloguing?

. What does MARC stand for, and why is it important in cataloguing?
. What are cataloguing rules, and why are they needed?

. Describe the concept of copy cataloguing.

. How do libraries use metadata in cataloguing?

. Explain the role of authority records in cataloguing.

. What is the purpose of cross-references in cataloguing?

. How does cataloguing support information retrieval?

. What is a call number, and how is it assigned in cataloguing?

. What is the difference between descriptive and subject cataloguing?
. How do catalogers handle non-print materials in cataloguing?

. What is the importance of standardized cataloguing practices?

. Describe the role of cataloguing departments in libraries.

. What is the function of a cataloger in the cataloguing process?

. How do libraries handle cataloguing for digital resources?

. Explain the concept of cooperative cataloguing.

. What is bibliographic control, and why is it essential in cataloguing?
. How do libraries ensure consistency in cataloguing across institutions?



28. What is the relationship between cataloguing and authority control?

29. How does cataloguing contribute to resource discovery for library users?
30. What are the ethical considerations in cataloguing controversial materials?
31. How do catalogers represent multiple editions of a work in cataloguing?
32. Describe the challenges and benefits of cataloguing rare books.

33. What is the role of metadata standards in cataloguing?

34. Explain the concept of FRBR and its impact on cataloguing.

35. How do libraries incorporate user feedback into cataloguing practices?



